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On behalf of the parish staﬀ here at St. Frances Cabrini, Merry Christmas!
The weeks of pa"ent prayer and prepara"on in Advent have come to a conclusion and now we are able to celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ: Savior of the world, Prince of Peace, Word made Flesh, Son of God. Each of these "tles speaks to the
unique character that is our God, who was given to the world in the form of an innocent child on Christmas day. But that
child was no ordinary newborn babe, but rather the One who would bring meaning to every circumstance and issue this
world a-empts to manufacture. In other words, true hope has now been born!
Please spend some "me to review this special Christmas bulle"n and revel in all the many programs, organiza"ons and
ministry opportuni"es that are made available by a host of many dedicated and faith-ﬁlled parishioners and parish/school
staﬀs of St. Frances Cabrini parish. From our programs for the youth, especially our excellent K-12 schools, Youth Ministry
and Religious Educa"on, to our many Chris"an service outreach ministries, to our organiza"ons who help to spread the
Good News by serving the people of this parish and our surrounding communi"es, we have much to oﬀer, and much from
which to beneﬁt.
Through prayer and the gi9s of the Holy Spirit, St. Frances Cabrini Parish is able to con"nue the mission and ministry of
forming ‘a joyful band of missionary disciples’, to show the people of Allen Park and all who will listen, that we have something unique to oﬀer—the hope that can only come through the newborn King, Jesus Christ. As we strive to be disciples,
our good stewardship of this sacred gi9 is certainly a disciple’s response. The goal of every parish is about fulﬁlling the mission of Christ, through the ministries of the parish family. For more than 70 years, we have truly made an impact in Allen
Park and the greater Downriver community. My hope is that, with your full and ac"ve par"cipa"on in parish life, this will
be able to con"nue for many years to come.
I encourage you to consider becoming more ac"ve in the mul"tude of ministries, groups or organiza"ons that make us
St. Frances Cabrini such a vibrant community. Not only will you meet new people, but you will also grow in apprecia"on
and enthusiasm for your faith. Now is the "me! Your parish family needs you!
On behalf of myself, Fr. Dominic, our parish and school staﬀs, please know of our prayers for you this Christmas, and all
God’s blessings for you and your family in the New Year.
Fr. Tim Birney, Pastor
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Belonging … as humans, we crave a sense of belonging through marriage, family, social club, sports team,
common interest group, etc.
Church is no diﬀerent, innately we want to belong, and we want to be involved. Maybe that is a contribu"ng
factor of why Mass a-endance drops or why people leave one church for another, because they don’t feel like
they truly belong. Instead, it is just an obliga"on that has to be fulﬁlled. We hope to change that!
By now, you may have heard about the two evangeliza"on ini"a"ves happening within our parish - Unleash the Gospel and Dynamic Catholic. Unleash the Gospel is a archdiocesan plan to enliven our parishes through personalized encounters. Dynamic Catholic is a professional community focused on parish growth and is undertaking a pro-bono project across the
country for the next ﬁve years.

They want to enrich parishes and St. Frances Cabrini is one of the 20 parishes chosen from across the United
States as pilot sites.
It is an exci"ng "me to be in the Church! it is an exci"ng "me to belong!
If you are reading this, it means you were at Mass for Christmas, or at Mass now, knew someone who went
to Mass, or are searching. What I oﬀer with this short ar"cle is a quick and easy way to belong to this parish.
Liturgical ministry! Just because it is quick and easy doesn’t mean it isn’t fulﬁlling. Jesus said, “My yoke is easy
and my burden light”. Liturgical ministry is the fullest expression of our service because we directly serve at the
high point of our faith, the Mass!
Sacristans have the responsibility of organizing the sacred vessels, books and species that will be used in the
liturgy. Lectors proclaim the Eternal Word of God. Altar Servers play a close part in the celebra"on and prepara"on of the Holy Eucharist! Eucharis"c Ministers have the beau"ful task of distribu"ng Jesus’ own Body and
Blood to the faithful. Choir members lead us in li9ing our hearts and minds to Heaven and remind us the liturgy
is of heavenly origin and not earthly. Ushers and Greeters warmly welcome, invite, serve and support. Hospitality is essen"al to convey the love of Christ for us. Jesus says in the Gospel of Ma-hew “I came as a guest, and
you received Me”.
Whether as a sacristan, lector, altar server or Eucharis"c minister, choir member, usher or greeter, I would
like to encourage you to pray about joining one of our liturgical ministries. The Lord is not outdone in generosity
and service to the liturgy is among the most gracious of service. Invest in yourself this Christmas, belong to
something bigger than yourself and let Jesus sa"sfy your desire.

Have a very Merry Christmas!
Fr. Dominic Macioce, Associate Pastor
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New members
To become a member of our Dynamic Parish and
get involved in our vibrant community, please register by visi"ng the Parish Oﬃce to ﬁll out a simple
form.
Bapsm
St. Frances Cabrini welcomes all children into
the Catholic faith through the waters of Bap"sm. The sacrament for children birth to 7
takes place on the second and fourth Sundays of each month, immediately following
our Noon Mass.
See Page 5 about sacramental prep for older children.

Marriage
The Sacrament of Marriage in the Catholic
Church is one of the most beau"ful expressions
of love as couples give witness to their faith and
commitment to each other and to God.
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Merry Christmas!
This "me of year is special to everyone for various reasons. For me, it's a personal reminder of the joys from my
youth, but more importantly, it's recognizing the deep and
true loving rela"onship we all have with God.
Despite all the planning, spending and organizing for the
holiday, it is our faith that always takes us to a higher reality
during these days; and it's that love in our hearts that gets it
all done.
I'm joyous for the holiday, but I am also very happy that
another liturgical year has begun. I have given my life and
Love to God in a few special ways - as a husband, a father, a
man of faith and as your servant.
This is our 16th Christmas together and I have enjoyed
serving you because you are the holy people of God.
May God bless you abundantly and ﬁll your holiday with
peace, joy and a greater love for His Church.
-Deacon Luis

Arrangements must be made by the couple at
least six months before the wedding date.

Please see Page 12 for oﬃce hours or contact Darlene
at 313-381-5601 or dkmita@cabriniparish.com.

Cabrini Ushers
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”
Hebrews 12:2
Purpose: Our primary func"on and privilege is to be oﬃcial ministers of hospitality, welcoming and gree"ng all who gather
for worship. We assist with the sea"ng of parishioners during Mass and special events, the oﬀertory collec"on and distribu"on of church bulle"ns a9er our liturgies. We also assist our pastoral staﬀ as requested.
Who Can Belong: ALL parishioners who are high school age or older, have completed Catholic conﬁrma"on, or are enrolled in Cabrini’s RCIA program.
Time: With our ﬂexible scheduling, the minimum commitment of service is two Masses per month. A-endance at quarterly mee"ngs is encouraged, too.
Contact: President Daryl Niner, 313-930-3879 or talk to any Usher at Mass.
We need you! If you would like to serve your parish, we encourage you to give us a try!
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Are you thinking of
becoming Catholic?
Do any of these statements apply to you?
I have never been baptized.
• I am baptized in another religion.
• I am baptized Catholic but never received the
the sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation.
•

Come home for Christmas!

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Call Shanon Collins in the office of Religious Education
to find out how to get started.
313313-928928-4727 or email scollins@cabriniparish.com
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Music Ministry
“The singing of the Church comes ultimately out of love. It is the utter depth of love that produces the singing. ‘Cantare amantis est’,
says St. Augustine, singing is a lover’s thing. In so saying, we come again to the trinitarian interpretation of Church music. The Holy Spirit is love, and it is he who produces the singing. He is the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit who draws us into love for Christ and so leads to the
FatherXV.”
- Pope Benedict I
Indeed, singing comes from the very depths of love. With this understanding of singing – that is, singing as a manifestation of love –
liturgical music should be regarded as more than just a mere component of the sacred liturgy, but rather as
a necessary and integral part of the celebration of the Mass. Music that is beautiful, holy and truthful should enkindle our hearts for
love of God. The singing of sacred music is to give glory to God and sanctify ourselves. What better way can we praise God, Our Father than with our voices?
“As a manifestation of the human spirit,” said John Paul II in 1989, “music performs a function which is noble, unique, and irreplaceable. When it is truly beautiful and inspired, it speaks to us more than all the other arts of goodness, virtue, peace, of matters holy and
divine. Not for nothing has it always been, and will it always be, an essential part of the liturgy.”
I would like to take a moment to invite all those who are interested, to consider joining the music ministry for the remaining liturgical
year. The celebration of the liturgy involves the whole person, mind, body, and spirit. Through the gift of music, it should draw us, both
the singer and the listener, ever closer to the divine mysteries of our Faith. Even if one is not interested in joining the music ministry, I
encourage each of you to participate in the signing of the liturgical parts of the Mass. For, our earthly songs are a small prelude to the
multitude of praising voices that await us in the Heavenly Kingdom.
So let us continue to uphold our cherished and beautiful works of sacred music within our liturgy, for as St. Augustine writes, “He
who sings well prays twice, so long as it is from love”. Contact me at 313-381-5601, Ext. 1047, or lsimpson@cabriniparish.com to learn
about our Sunday morning choirs for adults and children, as well as the Praise and Worship Choir that sings at our 7 p.m. Sunday Mass.
Luke Simpson
Director of Music Ministry
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Chrisan Service Commission
The Chris"an Service Commission exists as a model and resource of Catholic Social
teaching and Corporal Works of Mercy. It enables the en"re parish community to put
the social teaching of the Catholic Church into ac"on. The commission empowers the
members of the parish to fulﬁll the Church’s mission of love, jus"ce, freedom, and peace
under the mantle of evangeliza"on by communally responding to societal and individual
needs. The commission creates and/or promotes programs that strive to address human
needs and achieve jus"ce, whether locally or in the broader communi"es of vicariate, archdiocese, state, na"on and world.
Our outreach ministries Include monthly food drives, Sr. Judie lunches, St. Leo, All Saints and St. Chris"ne soup kitchens,
blood drives, hygiene bag collec"on, CPC baby bo-le collec"on, Advent Giving Trees, Right to Life, Adopt A Family, On the
Rise bake sale, ChristNet Warming Center, CRS Rice Bowl, homebound and nursing home communion visits, funeral lunch,
coﬀee and donut, Tuesday Traveler’s, St. Vincent dePaul, Chris"an Women, sewing group, parish nurse, and greeters.
To learn more about being involved with the Chris"an Service Commission, call Therese Tardiﬀ 313-381-5601, Ext. 1051
or -ardiﬀ@cabriniparish.com

Knights of Columbus – Fr. Saylor Council 3774
As we prepare to usher in the New Year, I can’t help but reﬂect on the past 12 months. As one of the
leading councils in the State of Michigan, the Fr. Saylor council has remained strong in membership
growth, in new programs implemented and par"cipa"on in all of them. We can con"nue in this direc"on by having our members con"nue to be ac"ve, suppor"ve and involved in all that we do.
As Knights, faith is our founda"on. This past year our ac"vi"es included corporate communions, a
May Crowning with living rosary, a very ac"ve rosary chain, and our most recent memorial Mass. All of this while suppor"ng two parishes and their fes"vals, our priests, deacons and seminarians.
As commi-ed as we are to our faith, we were also commi-ed to our families and communi"es during 2018. We have
supported our Boy Scouts, our annual spelling bees, soccer challenge, built ramps for the handicapped at their homes, and
don’t forget the phenomenal support of our own missionary family, the Carmodys.
Other family ac"vi"es include our children’s Christmas party, Easter egg hunt, trunk or treat night, and our annual U of
M/ MSU tailgate party. Add to that our Lenten ﬁsh fries, steak nights, trivia nights, Wings night, comedy night, Friday night
karaoke, adult Christmas and anniversary par"es, as well as family fun weekend.
The commitment we’ve made to our community is met through several programs which include our annual Tootsie Roll
Drive, which raises funds for the mentally impaired, our yearly food drive that has resulted in large dona"ons to Our Lady
of the Angels Food Bank as well as Fish & Loaves Food Pantry, the Allen Park Street Fair, and our ongoing support of St.
Leo’s Soup Kitchen, and our Adopt-a-Family program.
We can’t overlook the fellowship we provide for our Brother Knights, along with family and friends-bowling on Thursday
nights and golf on Monday evenings or Thursday mornings. It may have been at our Veterans dinner, or could have been
playing in our charity so9ball games, Tuesday Euchre nights or just mee"ng up at our lounge to celebrate a special family
event or just stopping by to have something to eat and drink.
This is what makes Fr. Saylor Council so very special and one of the premier Councils in the State. It ﬁlls me with a great
sense of pride to be not only a member of this Council but its Grand Knight. I look forward to another ac"ve and impressive year founded on our principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patrio"sm in 2019.
If you are a prac"cing Catholic male, 18 or older, and would like to know more about the K of C and membership, please
contact Tony Lalli at 313-779-4976 or Len Vokal Grand Knight at 313-949-0652; or visit our website:
www.frsaylor3774.club
We would love to have you as a Brother Knight. Merry Christmas! Len Vokal
- Len Vokal, Grand Knight
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Chrisan Women of Cabrini
Originally chartered as the Chris"an Mothers in 1947 and currently known as Chris"an Women, our membership is open to
any registered woman of St. Frances Cabrini Parish.mee"ngs and ac"vi"es are adver"sed in the church bulle"n.
Through the collec"on of our annual $10 membership dues, we are able to provide ﬁnancial support to organiza"ons on local,
state, na"onal and interna"onal levels. Some organiza"ons we support include Dresses for Africa, Fr. Clare Muphy Scholarship
Fund, Penrickton Center for Blind Children, Ronald McDonald House and Too Li-le Children. We oﬀer spiritual support to the
community with our Mini-Retreat and Evening of Recollec"on, as well as opportuni"es for fellowship by hos"ng the annual Jubilarian Celebra"on honoring married couples of our parish celebra"ng milestone wedding anniversaries. We support the care of
the altar linens for Masses celebrated at Cabrini.
The Chris"an Women of Cabrini hold monthly mee"ngs on Thursday evenings in Holy Family Hall. All mee"ngs and events
are publicized in the church bulle"n and members receive a yearly calendar of events at the beginning of ac"vies in September.
For addi"onal informa"on on membership, call Vicky Theisen at 313-388-6614 or Nancy Trela, president, at 313-575-2971.
Women also are free to ‘check us out’ by a-ending one of our mee"ngs or events.
Sewing Group
Don’t let the name fool you! You don’t have to be able to sew to help in THIS group! Mee"ngs are held on the second and
fourth Mondays of the month in the Wayne Wesenberg Wing of Holy Family Hall. From 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. we gather together
and work on sleeping mats for our homeless neighbors. Some of our ladies, cut plas"c grocery bags into strips crea"ng what we
call ‘plarn’ for others to crochet into sleeping mats. Some of the ladies crochet the plarn into sleeping mats. (Don’t know how?
Want to learn? We can help!) Other members of our group work on various parts of crea"ng the re-usable sani-pads for young
girls in Africa and other Countries. Tracing simple pa-erns, cuZng and pinning fabric for construc"on of the san-pads. For more
informa"on, stop in for a visit or call Ruth Lawson, 313-928-3215.
P B & J Crew
We meet to prepare 150 and 200 peanut bu-er and jelly sandwiches that are delivered to our homeless neighbors in
downtown Detroit by the St. Aloysius Parish Neighborhood outreach. We meet at 1 p.m. on the Thursday before the third Friday
of the month at Holy Family Hall. We are usually done by 2:30, enjoying the opportunity to build community while serving the
less fortunate. Sandwiches are delivered the following morning. For more informa"on, please contact Nancy Trela at 313-5752971.

Founded in 1844, and inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a Catholic lay organiza"on that leads
women and men to join together to grow spiritually by oﬀering person-to-person service to those who are needy and suﬀering,
in the tradi"on of its founder, Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, and patron, St. Vincent de Paul.
As a reﬂec"on of the whole family of God, members, who are known as Vincen"ans, are drawn from
every ethnic and cultural background, age group, and economic level. Vincen"ans are united in an interna"onal society of charity by their spirit of poverty, humility and sharing, which is nourished by prayer
and reﬂec"on, mutually suppor"ve gatherings and adherence to a basic Rule.
For more than 130 years, St. Vincent de Paul has been privileged to provide cri"cal support to residents of Southeastern Michigan who are hur"ng. For 70 years, the St. Frances Cabrini Conference has
been a vital part of the Downriver community through hands-on charitable work, oﬀering food assistance, rental and u"lity assistance, emergency support, as well as disaster relief services to help enhance the lives of the less fortunate in our region. There are so many ways to serve: taking phone calls,
making home visits, nego"a"ng with landlords/u"lity companies, working at our Thri9 Stores, ﬁling,
recrui"ng kids for summer camp, clothing/food drives … something for everybody.
Is it "me for you to live your religious convic"ons and give something back for all you have received? Do you consider yourself a naturally caring, compassionate and giving person? If so, come and share your gi9s with people in need by joining the
Cabrini Conference of Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Your assistance to people in need within our Parish area will be a rewarding
experience. We meet monthly as a Conference at 6 p.m. on the ﬁrst and third Wednesdays in the Holy Family House mee"ng
room. For more informa"on, call 313-381-5601, Ext. 1069.
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Youth Ministry ADD INFO FROM WEEKLY BULLETIN
St. Frances Cabrini Parish seeks to foster the total personal and spiritual
growth of each young person, empowering youth to live as disciples of
Jesus Christ. Young people are encouraged to responsibly par"cipate in
the life, mission and work of the Catholic faith community. Teens and
adult leaders are invited to live out their Catholic iden"ty through prayer, service, retreats, conferences, mission trips, social ac"vi"es, "hot
topic" discussions, fundraisers, Scripture explora"on, immersion experiences, and more. Our Youth Ministry is a parishwide program for those
in Sixth through 12th grades, no ma-er where they a-end school.
High School Youth Group
Gatherings are on most Sunday evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Wayne
Wesenberg Youth Wing and open to young people in grades Ninethrough 12, regardless of where they a-end school, whether or not they are members of St. Frances Cabrini or are Catholic
…
All are welcome!
Contact Therese Tardiﬀ (313)381-5601 or -ariﬀ@cabriniparish.com
Middle School Youth Group
Middle school gatherings take place two Sundays per month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Mother Cabrini Room. Young people in Sixth, Seventh and Eighth grades are welcome to a-end any and all planned gatherings and events! Contact Maria
Wya- (248)867-8109 or dmkwya-@wowway.com.
Conﬁrmaon
Jesus invited friends to come with him on new adventures that deepened their faith and understanding of who He was.
Likewise, St. Frances Cabrini Parish invites young people to con"nue their ini"a"on into the community of believers by preparing for the sacrament of Conﬁrma"on. Conﬁrma"on celebrates the presence of God’s special strength and gi9s in each
bap"zed person. These youth will take "me to build community with each other as they learn and grow in faith through
prayer, cateche"cal sessions, service opportuni"es, and a retreat experience.
Cub Scout Pack 1052
Chartered at St. Frances Cabrini for more than 60 years, Cub Scouts is open to boys (girls will be eligible soon) from kindergarten to Fi9h Grade. We meet from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays in the Wayne Wesenberg Wing. For more informa"on
contact Joe Trela, Cubmaster, at 313-971-7457 or CabriniPack1052@gmail.com.
Boy Scout Pack 1052
Scou"ng teaches boys valuable life skills through various ac"vi"es while ins"lling values and characteris"cs that set them
on a path to success in life. Troop 1052 has been a part of the Cabrini community for more than 50 years! Troop 1052
members are guided by Scoutmaster Stephen Witberg (Eagle Scout Troop 1052) from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays in the
Wayne Wesenberg Wing. For more informa"on, call Steve (313-598-7502) or Ann Boggs (313-727-9656). To become a Boy
Scout, a boy (and soon a girl), must be in Sixth Grade.
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Merry Christmas from our home to yours!

CHS students attending Downriver Prayer Breakfast

Check out our
Open House!
Thursday January 31 6-7:30 p.m.
Call our main office line for more
information!
313-388-0110

Go Monarchs!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

15-1 Student Teacher Ratio
NAVIANCE College and Career Preparation
Over 110 Course offerings including AP and Honors
10 National Merit Scholars in the last 7 years
Media Center and two computer labs
Top 15 percent of graduating class scored
28.9 average on ACT
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Merry Christmas
From
St. Frances Cabrini
Elementary
and
Middle School

Contact Info
St. Frances Cabrini
15300 Wick Road
Allen Park, MI 48101
313313-928928-6610

St. Frances Cabrini Parish

Page 12

www.cabriniparish.org

St. Frances Cabrini Directory
St. Frances Cabrini Parish
9000 Laurence Ave., Allen Park MI 48101
Phone: (313) 381-5601
Fax: (313) 381-7837
Website: www.cabriniparish.org

Parish Liturgy Schedule
Saturday 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 and 10 a.m., Noon and 7 p.m.
(There is no 7 p.m. Mass the weekends of Easter,
Memorial Day, Parish Festival and Labor Day, or when
July 4 and Christmas fall on a Sunday or Monday)
Daily Mass 8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday
and
6:30 p.m. Tuesday (Labor Day to Memorial Day)
Perpetual Help Novena at 9:15 a.m. and 6:15 p.m.

Rectory Staff
Pastor
Reverend Timothy Birney………………..tbirney@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1048
Associate Pastor
Reverend Dominic Macioce………...dmacioce@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1052
Permanent Deacon
Reverend Mr. Luis Flores…………………..lflores@cabriniparish.com
Budget Director / Office Manager
Jill Ferraiuolo……………………………...jferraiuolo@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1054
Facilities Manager
Don Timpf……………………..………………….dtimpf@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1065

Reconciliation (Confession) 4 p.m. Saturday and upon request
Holy Day Masses 8:30 a.m., Noon and 7 p.m.
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(Closed for lunch Noon to 1 p.m.)
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Parish Office is closed for Christmas through 8 a.m. Dec. 27

Director of Music Ministry
Luke Simpson……………………………….jlsimpson@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1047
Liturgical Coordinator
Darlene Kmita………………………………….dkmita@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1049
Religious Education
Shanon Collins, Director………………….scollins@cabriniparish.com
Maureen McParland (Assistant)mmcparland@cabriniparish.com

Sacraments
Baptism Registered parishioner for 3 months, or children of registered parishioner. Contact Darlene, Ext. 1049, at the Parish
Office for information.

Coordinator of Christian Service and Youth Ministry
Therese Tardiff………………………………..ttardiff@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1051

Marriage Registered parishioner for 6 months, or children of
registered parishioner. Arrangements must be made by the engaged couple at least six months before wedding date by contacting Darlene, Ext. 1049, in the Parish Office.

Bookkeeper/Tuition
Joy Mousseau…………………………….jmousseau@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1053

Reconciliation (Confession) See above.

Cabrini Facebook Pages
Church - www.facebook.com/francescabrinicatholic
High School - www.facebook.com/CabriniHighSchool
CHS Alumni - www.facebook.com/CabriniHSAlumni
Elementary/Middle School - www.facebook.com/CabriniKto8

Parish Bulletin Deadline
Noon Friday, nine days prior to date article is to be published

Vicariate Newsletter Contact
downrivervicariate@gmail.com

Bulletin Editor/Front Desk
Sheila McAfee………………………………..smcafee@cabriniparish.com
Ext. 1050

Phone Numbers
Rectory Office .................................................... 381-5601
Religious Education ........................................... 928-4727
Cabrini Elementary School ................................ 928-6610
Cabrini High School ........................................... 388-0110
High School Attendance .................................... 388-2566
High School Athletic Office ................................ 388-0576
Extended Day Program...................................... 928-6116
CHS Campus Ministry ........................................ 388-0110

